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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. McCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my special
order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

—————

A LEADER’S RESPONSIBILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, in
London yesterday Prime Minister Tony
Blair did something that leaders do.
Speaking to the House of Commons,
Mr. Blair said, “‘I accept full responsi-
bility for the way the issue was pre-
sented and, therefore, for any errors
made.”

Leaders lead, and leaders know the
buck stops with them. Leaders lead,
and leaders accept responsibility when
things go wrong.

An independent report in England
blamed its intelligence community for
massive intelligence failures before the
Iraq war. What did Tony Blair do? The
Prime Minister got up in front of his
nation and the world and accepted per-
sonal responsibility.

That did not happen when a similar
report was released to the TUnited
States. The President did not accept
responsibility. The President assigned
blame.

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy
accepted full responsibility for the Bay
of Pigs fiasco. It did not matter that
the planning for the Bay of Pigs had
started in the Eisenhower administra-
tion. It did not matter that the intel-
ligence failures directly led to the for-
eign policy disaster that was the Bay
of Pigs. President Kennedy stood be-
fore the Nation and the world and ac-
cepted personal responsibility.

At one news conference not long
afterward, President Kennedy used his
legendary wit and intelligence to sum
it up. “There is an old saying,” Ken-
nedy said, ‘‘that victory has a hundred
fathers and defeat is an orphan.”

The buck stops at the President’s
desk, except in this administration.
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Since the release of the U.S. report on
pre-Iraqi intelligence failures, this
President has done everything possible
to pass the buck.

During the administration of Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, the Iran-Contra
scandal was a crisis that shook the Na-
tion to its core and the White House to
its foundation. President Reagan was
given ample opportunity to assign the
blame to Oliver North. What did Ron-
ald Reagan do? When asked directly
about Mr. North, Ronald Reagan said,
“I do not feel betrayed. He has a fine
record.”

Leaders lead. Whatever your politics,
you have to acknowledge that Presi-
dent Reagan was a leader. When our
country faces a crisis, people look to
the President for leadership.

Not long ago, America faced a moral
crisis. America faced an ethical crisis.
America faced a military and political
crisis. When pictures of prison abuse
stunned the world, the world looked to
America, to our President, for a re-
sponse. The President did not stand up
and accept responsibility.

Outside the White House and then in
an interview broadcast throughout the
Middle East, the President did not or
could not or would not tell the world
he accepts responsibilities for the fail-
ures of the Americans under his com-
mand. He could not utter the words
that the world needed to hear and that
Americans needed to say.

Over the last half century, Presidents
from both political parties have braved
grave crises. They did what leaders do.
They did not pass the buck. They stood
and accepted responsibility, until now.

In little over 110 days, the American
people will elect a new President, and
leadership is fundamental to that
choice.

The British historian Arnold Toyn-
bee once said, ‘“As human beings, we
are endowed with freedom of choice,
and we cannot shuffle off our responsi-
bility upon the shoulders of God or na-
ture. We must shoulder it ourselves. It
is up to us.”

Martin Luther King Junior once said,
“The ultimate measure of a man is not
where he stands in moments of comfort
and convenience but where he stands at
times of challenge and controversy.”’

In just over 110 days, this Nation will
make the most important political de-
cision of the next 4 years. Democrats
and Republicans will argue issues, and
that is expected, but fundamental to
the selection of the person who leads
the free world for the next 4 years is
the quality of leadership. Leadership is
more than a commercial or a campaign
brochure. Leadership is one of the most
important qualities the President must
have. There is a record of what Amer-
ica expects and what Americans de-
mand of their President. Leadership is
at the top of the list.

The President had to be taken out
twice from the White House to finally
say that he was sorry for what had hap-
pened to the Arab prisoners that were
held in Iraq. You have to ask yourself,
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does this President believe that the re-
quirement of his job is to accept the re-
sponsibility, Mr. Speaker? Because he
has not shown it yet. He never has said,
“I accept responsibility.”

One hundred and ten more days, Mr.
Speaker.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

————
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take my special order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——
GENOCIDE IN SUDAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we have just had a very vig-
orous debate on the foreign policy of
America. There are many issues that
drew the attention of Members. Many
of those issues centered around the
issues of human rights and even geno-
cide. But as we end this week I think it
is important to remind Americans
again that genocide does exist, and it is
actively being implemented in the na-
tion of Sudan in Africa.

Many of us have been meeting over a
series of days and weeks to find an im-
mediate resolution to this horrible and
horrific crisis. I am gratified that a
resolution sponsored by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF)
have now been offered in the Senate by
Senators BROWNBACK and CORZINE.
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The other body is speaking, and we
are likewise seeking an immediate re-
sponse in the House. But even these ac-
tions are not enough, and I would hope
next week that my colleagues would
have the opportunity to vote on a reso-
lution that declares that the govern-
ment of Sudan is implementing and
perpetrating genocide.

What is the crux of the crisis, and
why do I come to the floor of the House
to continuously remind Members along
with others who have been in the lead-
ership role on this issue that we cannot
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